Fourth Sunday in Lent
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740 N Center Street, Statesville NC 28677
828-612-0222 or stjohnsluth740@gmail.com
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Announcements and Prelude
We Stand

Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness
P) In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
P)
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C) Amen.
P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John:8-9
~ Silence is kept for reflection ~
P)

Most merciful God,

C) We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P)
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
C) Amen.
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Hymn

Apostolic Greeting:
P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
2 Corinthians 13:13
C) And also with you.
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Kyrie
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We Sit

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P)

C)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P)
Let us pray
C) Almighty God, grant that we, who for our evil deeds worthily
deserve to be punished, by the comfort of your grace, may
mercifully be relieved; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
First Lesson: Isaiah 12:1-6
1 You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though
you were angry with me, your anger turned away, that you might comfort me. 2
“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the Lord
God is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.” 3 With joy
you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4 And you will say in that day:
“Give thanks to the Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the
peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted. 5 “Sing praises to the Lord, for he
has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth. 6 Shout, and sing
for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

L) The Word of God for the people of God.

C) Thanks be to God

Psalm 32 is read responsively by whole verse.
Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!
Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, and in whose
spirit there is no guile!
1

2

While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my groaning all
day long.
4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was
dried up as in the heat of summer.
3

Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you
forgave me the guilt of my sin.
5

6

5

Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
8 You are my hiding place; you preserve me from trouble; you
surround me with shouts of deliverance.
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“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; I will guide
you with my eye.
10Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who
must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near
you.”
9

11Great

are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those who trust
in the Lord.
12Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; shout for joy, all
who are true of heart.
Second Lesson: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even
though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no
longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has come. 18All this is from God, who through
Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that
is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
L)

The Word of God for the people of God.

We Stand

The Gospel Acclamation
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C) Thanks be to God

P)

The Holy Gospel according to St Luke, the 15th chapter.

Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

11…

“There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of them said
to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And
he divided his property between them. 13Not many days later, the younger son
gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he
squandered his property in reckless living. 14And when he had spent
everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need.
15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who
sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16And he was longing to be fed with the
pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 17“But when he came to
himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more than
enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father,
and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19I
am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired
servants.” 20And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long
way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him
and kissed him. 21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the
father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive
again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 25Now his older
son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard
music and dancing. 26And he called one of the servants and asked what these
things meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father
has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’
28But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated
him, 29but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you,
and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that
I might celebrate with my friends.30But when this son of yours came, who has
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’
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31And

he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.
was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is
alive; he was lost, and is found.’”

32It

P) The Gospel of the Lord

Sermon:

Pastor Sheldon

We Stand

Hymn
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P)

In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.

C) We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit. Ephesians 1:13-14
P) Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith with the Apostles’
Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
We Sit

The Prayers
P)
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.
After each portion of the prayers:
P)

Lord, in your mercy,

C)

hear our prayer.

We pray this day for Ray, Carolyn, Gloria, Faye, Clyde, and those who are on
our lips, in our hearts, and on our minds.
P)
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. C)Amen
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HOLY COMMUNION
P) Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another,
agree with one another, live in peace. 2 Corinthians 13:11
Offering: Please leave your offering in the plates near the exit as you depart. You
may also mail in your offering or just simply put it in the church mailbox.
We Stand

P)
C)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P)
C)

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P)
C)

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Ruth 2:4
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THE PREFACE

The Pastor

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father, through Christ our Lord.
You bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal
feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life and bring us to the fullness of grace
that belongs to the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution
P)
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world
You gave your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give thanks to You for the salvation You have prepared for
us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we
may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His holy supper.
C) Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
In the night in which he was betrayed Our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
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Lord’s Prayer
P) Let us pray with confidence the words our Savior taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the
cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and
drinks judgment on himself. 1 Corinthians 11: 28-29
We Sit

The wearing of masks is an individual decision at the altar. If you do not feel comfortable coming to the
altar for the sacrament, you are invited to the table in the front of the nave. If you have physical
limitations, we will come to you. All participates will wear masks in the distribution of the sacrament in
the nave.
12

Communion Hymn
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Post Communion Blessing
P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
We Stand

The Post Communion Canticle

Post Communion Prayer
C) We give your thanks almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in
your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift , in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
The Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Pastor

Numbers 6: 24-26

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
14

Hymn

Jesus said to his disciples: Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not
as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let
them be afraid. John 14:27 C) Amen
P)

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. C) Thanks be to God.

Postlude
15

These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time to
return to the God who rescues, to receive the gifts of God’s grace, to believe
with the heart and confess with the mouth the wonder of God’s love in Jesus,
and to resist temptation at every turn. This is no small pilgrimage on which we
have just embarked. It is a struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares.
The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, will uphold and
sustain us.

Disciples Serving Today
Pastor: The Reverend Ernie Sheldon
Organist: Darin Kennedy
Parish Administrator: Susan Free
Crucifer: Chuck Goode
Lector: Carol :Lewallen
Communion Assistant: Carol Lewallen
Altar Guild: Roger & Ann Bejcek
Usher Team: Scott Neely
Video Team: Bill Muffley, Alonzo Burger, Cecil Talbot, Randy Tedder

The liturgy, liturgical music and hymns reprinted through Augsburg fortress publishers license number
sb159147a and one license a-728068. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®). Copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Psalms are taken from the Book of Common Prayer (public domain). Logo and
art by Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com).
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Covid-19 Guidelines, 2022
The virus that causes Covid-19 is still circulating in our communities. We
should continue to observe practices that protect everyone as public health
guidance cannot anticipate every unique situation. All should stay informed
and take action based on common sense and wise judgement. Below are the
protocols the congregation should follow:
1. If you do not feel well, please stay at home.
2. If you do not feel comfortable about a situation, for any reason, stay at
home
3. Social distancing is always encouraged along with mask wearing as it
applies to your health concerns
4. If the virus numbers are rising in the community, the pastor will decide
the appropriate steps for the congregation to take as it applies to worship.
5. Individual organization (choir, Wings, etc.) will make their own decisions
about meeting.
6. If word is received that there is a firsthand exposure in the church, we
will notify the congregation. The individual will not be revealed unless
they give permission to do so.
7. Additional actions can be implemented as required.
This guideline was approved by council at the March 14, 2022
meeting.
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We are thankful and blessed that you chose to worship with us this
morning.
We recommend and respect social distancing and the wearing of a mask
appropriate to individual health concerns. Please see page 12 of the
bulletin if you do not feel comfortable coming forward for the
sacrament.
Read St. John’s covid guidelines on page 17 of this bulletin.
Birthdays in April
April 4 Sandor McSwain
April 8 - DianeHarrington
April 15 –Tracy Ryan
April 19 – Lucille Carl

April 6 - Steve Horinka
April 12 – Caleb Hager
April 17 – Frances Coffey

Tuesday March 29 – 9:00 am “Coffee Fellowship” at Lake Mountain
Coffee 11o W Broad Street.
Tuesday March 29 – 7:00 pm-Young Life
Wednesday, March 30 5:30- Soup and Sandwich followed by
Evening Prayer at 6:30 in the sanctuary.
WINGS Mission Project for March is cans of soup for Iredell County
Christian Ministries. Everyone can bring cans of soup on Sunday’s and place in
the Big Soup Pots located in the WINGS corner in the Narthex.
Wednesday, April 6 at 5:30 we will have a “Soup and Sandwich” meal
followed by Evening Prayer (Vespers) at 6:30. Sermon theme is “Who is
Jesus?” A sign-up sheet for soup and sandwiches is in the hall.

Lessons for Next Week:
Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3: 8-14; Luke 20:9-20
Sunday School Isaiah 55
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